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In the News... 
One in Five U.S. Commuters’ Experiences Significant Travel Delays on their
Trip to Work
One in five U.S. commuters’ reports experiencing significant travel delays on their trip to work,
according to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics' Survey of American Commuting Delays. For
more information, visit http://www.bts.gov/press_releases/2003/bts011_03.html.
Top op
Study Shows a Drivers’ Mental Workload Can Effect Responses 
According to a study by Spain's Public Administration for Traffic Safety and the Universidad
Complutense in Madrid, a driver's mental workload can interfere with his or her capacity to detect
visual targets, discriminate among them, and select a response. For more information, visit
http://www.apa.org/releases/driving_workload.html or
http://www.apa.org/journals/xap/press_releases/june_2003/xap92119.pdf.
Top 
States Struggle With Declining Revenues
Budget data released by the National Governors' Association and the National Association of State
Budget Officers indicate that states continue to struggle with declining revenues in an uncertain
economy. For more information, visit http://www.nga.org/cda/files/FSS0603.pdf. 
Top 
Are Old Metal Bumpers Better Than Today’s Plastic Ones?
Old car bumpers were about 1/8th inch think, weighing 50 pounds with two coats of metal. Today’s
bumpers are 4 inches thick sandwiches of plastic impact pad and foam covered with bumper covers.
The old-fashioned heavy metal bumper disappeared when federal standards issued for 1973 cars
decreed that bumpers must withstand impacts of 5 miles per hour in front and 2.5 m.p.h. at the rear
without damage to safety related systems — notably the headlights and taillights. Many of the old
bumpers, sturdy as they were, couldn't meet the standard. The current standard, set during the
Reagan administration, reduced the maximum speed the bumpers must withstand to 2.5 m.p.h. in front
and back. Bumpers for trucks, minivans and S.U.V.'s have never been regulated at all. For the full
article, visit http://college4.nytimes.com/guests/articles/2003/07/04/2112016.xml.
Top 
BMW Kicked-Off Nationwide Student Driving Program
A free, nationwide performance student driving program led by BMW kicked-off at Philadelphia Park
Race Track. Unlike most programs, which are classroom based, the BMW Student Drive Program is
interactive, putting students behind the wheel. The program uses professional drivers and targets teen
drivers -- who have the highest crash risk of any age group. It will be offered by BMW across the
country through December. The BMW Student Driver Program, part of its new Precision Driving
Experience, is designed to aid untested drivers who lack the skills necessary to ensure proper
decision-making behind the wheel. Participants increase their driving knowledge through "seat-time"
where they encounter emergency scenarios that simulate real-life situations, thus providing a hands-
on learning experience. For more information, visit the BMW website at  www.bmwusa.com and
click on “news and events.”
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Top 
15-Passenger Vans Have Been Included in Legislation to Reauthorize Key
Federal Highway Safety Programs
Legislation to strengthen regulation for 15-passenger vans has been included as part of legislation to
reauthorize key federal highway safety programs. "The Passenger Van Safety Act of 2003," sponsored
by Sen. Olympia J. Snowe (R-Maine), was adopted as part of a highway safety bill passed by the
Senate Commerce Committee. The legislation requires DOT to initiate a rulemaking, with final
regulation by Sept. 31, 2004, to include 15-passenger vans and large vehicles weighing more than
10,000 pounds in NHTSA's dynamic rollover testing program and require 15-passenger vans to
comply with all safety standards. Full Senate and then House consideration follows.
Top 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to be Released This Fall
This fall, FHWA is expected to release a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking detailing the process for
ensuring a minimum level of visibility for road signs. FHWA has been working for ten years to develop
a minimum level of visibility standard for U.S. roadway markings and signs at the direction of
Congress. The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) is
leading an effort by local governments to block the implementation of the new standards. AASHTO is
proposing that the law calling for the new standards be amended to eliminate the creation of a
minimum standard and instead, develop a management process that " provides for reasonably
maintained nighttime visibility of traffic control devices, including traffic signs and pavement markings."
The proposed change in language would also eliminate the application of this standard to all public
roads. The American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA) strongly opposes any attempt to
weaken current law. The establishment of minimum levels of retroreflectivity and strict enforcement of
the new regulations is a key component in addressing the roadway safety needs of the ever-growing
older driver population. According to ATSSA, states and local governments are under pressure to
spend increasing amounts of roadway dollars on big-ticket transportation projects and the safety
component is increasingly sacrificed. The lack of current visibility standards has lead to a wide
disparity in the quality of signs and markings often placing motorists at increased risk. Each year
roadway crashes cost the U.S. an estimated $280 billion. With nearly 43,000 fatalities and 3 million
injuries each year, ATSSA opposes any attempts to lessen the use of roadway safety devices on our
nation's roadways. For further information on this controversial issue, contact ATSSA's Rob
Dingess at 202-454-5246 or AASHTO at http://transportation.org/aashto/home.nsf/FrontPage. 
Top 
Power of the Press Used to Influence Vehicle Designs
Insurance industry researchers are using the power of the press to influence vehicle design, to beef up
protection against side-impact crashes. Automakers, who have chafed at such pressure in the past,
acknowledge that they have little choice but to take steps, including installation of more side airbags
that protect heads, to satisfy the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. For the full article, visit
http://www.autonews.com/article.cms?articleId=44207. 
Top op
U.K. Companies Failing to Check if Employees are Insured to Drive for
Business 
Half of the UK's companies are failing to undertake basic checks to ensure employees are properly
insured to drive on business, new research reveals. According to the findings, covering more than
73,000 vehicles and 400 companies, 49% of businesses failed to check the insurance of employees
required to drive on company business. The situation is further complicated by the growth of cash-for-
car schemes, as drivers using private vehicles for business use will fall outside of company vehicle
insurance schemes and may not have insured themselves properly. The research by HSBC Vehicle

http://transportation.org/aashto/home.nsf/FrontPage
http://www.autonews.com/article.cms?articleId=44207


Dan Vartanian
NETS Coordinator

Office of Highway Safety Planning
(517) 333-5322

vartanid@michigan.gov
www.michnets.org

Finance says the issues are multiplied because there is no standard
definition of business use cover, which varies according to each individual insurer. Further
complications are caused when business 

use is limited just to the policyholder and not named drivers of a particular car. Tim Holmes, head of
HSBC Vehicle Finance, said “Any individual involved in a fatal accident while on company business in
their private car without the correct insurance cover could expose that company to corporate
manslaughter charges in the future.”
Top op
U.K. Fleet Industry Warns Companies to Get Cell-Phone Processes In Place for
New Ban
The U.K. fleet industry has welcomed the U.K. Government's decision to ban hand-held cell phones
while driving, and has warned companies that they should act now to ensure they have processes in
place to deal with the change in legislation. According to the Association of Car Fleet Operators
(ACFO), the ban is an important step, but needs to go further still. ACFO director Stewart Whyte said,
“Our view is that best practice demands that drivers should not even use cell phones with hands-free,
or even voice-activated equipment built into some more expensive models. We recognize that it is the
act of holding a conversation which leads to a potential distraction and therefore increases the
potential for accidents.” However, Whyte added that ACFO remained concerned that mobile phones
had been singled out for special attention, while 'smoking, eating, drinking, or reading maps while
driving all remain subjective, on the part of any police officer who happens to see the action taking
place.” For more information, visit http://silicon.com/opinion/500018-500022/1/4936.html. 
Top 
U.K. Fleet Drivers Cost Employers Thousands By Ignoring Simple Procedures
When Receiving or Returning Rental Vehicle
U.K. fleet drivers are costing employers thousands of pounds by ignoring simple procedures when
they receive or return a rental vehicle. Drivers who do not take sufficient care to look at a vehicle could
find their employers end up paying for vehicle damage that they did not cause, either because it was
there when the vehicle was delivered or happened after it was handed over. Arval PHH is now urging
fleet decision-makers to warn drivers about the growing problem of unreported damage. Problems
arise primarily when rental vehicles are delivered and collected. Cars can often be delivered to private
homes hours before the rental period was scheduled to start so the hirer is unavailable to inspect for
damage. As a result, damage caused by a previous hirer may be missed on the delivery condition
report but picked up at the end of the current rental. This could lead to a situation when the current
hirer is blamed for damage that he or she did not cause. For more information, visit the Arval PHH
website at http://www.arvalphh.co.uk/home/index.cfm?CFID=222269&CFTOKEN=73989960. 
Top 
Wisconsin State Patrol Releases Results on Cell-Phone Use While Driving
The State Patrol has released the results of a survey focusing on whether cell phone use may be a
significant factor in motor vehicle crashes. At the request of the Legislature, the State Patrol in
conjunction with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) Division of Motor Vehicles and
Bureau of Transportation Safety surveyed a limited number of motorists about their cell phone use at
the time of a crash. The State Patrol completed reports for 2,691 crashes (covering approximately 4%
of the total number of crashes in Wisconsin between May and October 2002). The reports for the
2,691 crashes showed:

� In 17 crashes (0.6% of the total), drivers reported that they were using a hand-held cell phone,
and it was a possible contributing factor in the crash. 

� In seven crashes (0.3% of the total), drivers reported that they were using a hands-free cell
phone, and it was a possible contributing factor in the crash. 
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� In 25 crashes (0.9% of the total), drivers reported that they were
using a cell phone, but it was not a possible contributing factor in the crash. 

For the full press release, visit http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/statepatrol/docs/cell-phone-use-
in-crashes.pdf. 
Top 
Poll Reflects Americans View on SUVs
According to an Associated Press (AP) poll published in the Detroit News on July 3, most Americans
think SUVs are safer than other vehicles, at least for people riding in or driving them. For others, it is a
different story. The public’s perception of how dangerous SUVs are went up with their education level.
They also differed by political party, Republicans being more likely to defend the safety of SUVs than
Democrats. For the poll results, view the Detroit News article at
http://www.detnews.com/2003/autosinsider/0307/03/c03-208903.htm. 
Top 
Yellow Corp. to Merge With Roadway Creating Trucking and Shipping
Powerhouse
North America's largest freight carrier said it plans to buy one of its biggest rivals for nearly $1 billion,
creating a world trucking and shipping powerhouse, Reuters news agency reported. Yellow Corp. of
Overland Park, Kan. and Akron, Ohio-based Roadway Corp. -- two of the most recognized names in
transportation -- announced they have entered into a definitive agreement under which Yellow will
acquire Roadway for about $966 million, or $48 per share -- half in stock and half in cash. The two
companies will merge under the name Yellow-Roadway Corporation. For the full story, visit
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml?type=topNews&storyID=3057166. 
Top 
You Drink & Drive. You Lose Campaign Summer 2003 Crackdown Continues
The sixth You Drink & Drive. You Lose Impaired Driving Crackdown Weekly Report reflects what's
happening across the country as the campaign continues for the Summer 2003 Crackdown. To view
the weekly report, visit http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/alcohol/july4planner-
03/ydydydjuly11.htm. 
Top 
Delaware DOT to Replace or Remove Confusing Signs
State officials say 250,000 route signs and directional markers along Delaware's highways may be too
many. Highway officials this fall will begin a campaign of improving road signs by replacing and
removing confusing markers throughout the state. It's an effort to make getting in, out, and around
Delaware easier for travelers. Approval by the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials could come late this summer. DelDOT and the association would have to
notify federal authorities, as well as map makers, of the change. 
Top
New Website to Help Florida Residents Navigate Around Traffic Jams
Interstate 95 commuters in Palm Beach County have a new resource to help them steer clear of
wrecks and delays before they hit the road. Officials unveiled a new Web site that is part of a $33
million interim traffic-management system, as billed by the Florida Department of Transportation. The
site has links to traffic cameras that show live pictures of traffic from 30 portable trailers along I-95.
The trailers are equipped with closed-circuit cameras, radar detectors to show travel speeds and
message signs to alert drivers to slowdowns. Users can also click on a color-coded congestion map of
I-95 showing whether traffic is free-flowing or there is moderate to heavy congestion. It is updated
every 90 seconds. People without computers can get similar traffic information by calling 511. To view
the new website, visit http://www.palmbeachcotraffic.org/. 
Top
Guide to Reduce Red-Light Running
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The Institute of Transportation Engineers has a report Making Intersections
Safer: A Toolbox Of Engineering Countermeasures To Reduce Red-Light Running. To view the
report, visit http://www.ite.org/library/redlight/MakingInt_Safer.pdf. 

Top
Study Ranks 77 U.S. Cities on Drivability
A study sponsored by Pep Boys and conducted by Sperling’s Best Places ranked 77 U.S. cities on
how easy it is to get around in them. Criteria included smooth roads, smoothly flowing traffic, low fuel
prices, and a pleasant climate. Three of the top five cities are in Texas, Corpus Christi, Brownsville-
Harlingen-San Benito and Beaumont-Port Arthur while the next two, Pensacola and Ft. Myers-Cape
Coral are in Florida. Drivers in these cities are stuck in traffic for less than 10 hours per year,
compared to the national average of 62 hours per year. For the study results, visit
http://www.bestplaces.net/drive/drive_study3.asp.
Top
Poorly Trained Fleet Managers Cost British Businesses Thousands of Pounds
Poorly trained fleet managers are costing British businesses thousands of pounds and putting the
safety of drivers at risk, research undertaken by Goodwood Fleet Management has shown. It suggests
thousands of fleet managers do not have the expertise to effectively, efficiently and safely manage
fleets under their control. Goodwood estimates that poor fleet management is costing businesses
anything from a few thousand pounds to several hundred thousand pounds a year. Managing director
Tony Donnelly said, “Leaving this complex responsibility in the hands of inexperienced individuals is
nothing short of a ticking time bomb.” He said despite the importance to a business of a company car
operation, fleet management positions are often given to junior members of staff with little or no
training given. Donnelly added that the role of fleet manager was a full-time one. Also a major problem
in the industry is that “everyone thinks they are a car expert.”
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